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Composer 's	Note

This	 p iece	was	 born	 out	 of	 a	 fascina�on	with	 the	mechanical 	 and	 the	 ar�ficial 	 –	 to	me,	 there	 is	 a
deeply	 tragic,	 yet	 strangely	 beau�ful 	 qual ity	 to	 the	 thought	 of	 the	 faulty	 machine,	 the	 eternal ly
imperfect	en�ty.	The	 image	of	a	robot	trying	to	dance	was	a	constant	thought	 in	the	wri�ng	of	this
work.	 The	 machine	 may	 be	 able	 to	 understand	 and	 recognise	 the	 human	 ideal 	 towards	 which	 it
aspires,	but	the	same	processes	that	al low	this	understanding	impede	it	to	ful ly	real ise	the	idea,	and
the	 machine	 is	 doomed	 to	 an	 existence	 of	 flawed	 efforts	 and	 gl itches,	 awkwardness	 and
imperfec�ons.	 Never	 ‘human’	 enough.	 One	 wonders	 if	 the	 intel l igent	 machine	 is	 aware	 of	 its
l imita�ons	and	the	fu�l ity	of	 its	efforts,	but	maybe	 it	does	not	ma&er.	A(er	al l ,	what	can	a	machine
do,	other	than	try	again ,	�me	a(er	�me?

The	work ’s	 soundwor ld	was	 bui l t	 through	 a	 real ly	 str ict	 composi�onal 	 system	which	 consisted	 in	 a
r igorous	 counterpoint	 of	 different	 musical 	 l ines,	 al l 	 of	 them	 der ived	 from	 one	 short	 l ine	 or	 cantus
firmus	which	was	 treated	 and	 transformed	 in	 a	 ser ial 	way.	As	 the	 piece	 progresses,	 th is	 process	 is
gradual ly	 ‘humanized’	 by	 al lowing	 greater	 human	 involvement,	 both	 from	 the	 composer	 and	 the
performer,	 and	 tonal 	 rela�onships,	 thema�c	 elements	 and	melodic	 and	 dynamic	 shapes	make	 their
way	 to	 the	 foreground	 of	 the	 work.	 As	 this	 journey	 unfolds	 new	 registers	 and	 sonor i�es	 of	 the
instrument	 are	 uncovered,	 and	moments	 of	 transcendence	 appear,	 only	 to	 in	 the	 end	 return	 to	 its
or iginal 	state	–	its	inevitable	circumstance,	its	inescapable	nature.

And	so,	the	robot	keeps	dancing,	for	al l 	it	can	do	is	dance.	
																																																																																														
																																																																																																				José	del 	Avel lanal 	Carreño	(2020)

Performance	Notes

There	 are	 several 	 fragments	of	 the	 piece	 in	which	 the	 indica�on	poco	meccanico	 is	 used.	 In	 those
instances	the	p laying	should	be	precise	and	impersonal ,	in	contrast	with	other	sec�ons	of	the	piece	in
which	 phrasing	 and	 expressive	 indica�ons	 are	 introduced,	 but	 also	 al lowing	 for	 clar ity	 and	musical
flow.

There	are	specific	moments	in	the	piece	in	which	the	use	of	both	the	sustain	and	sostenuto	pedals	is
notated,	and	should	be	fol lowed	as	str ictly	as	possib le.	When	the	pedal ing	is	not	indicated,	pedal 	may
be	 used	 but	 the	 general 	 sound	 should	 be	 fair ly	 dry,	 with	 special 	 a&en�on	 given	 to	 making	 the
counterpoint	of	the	different	l ines	of	the	texture	as	clear	and	transparent	as	possib le.

D iamond-shaped	noteheads	(e.g.	bar	59)	indicate	depressing	the	indicated	notes	si lently.

Dura�on:	c.	10'

Wri&en	for	F i l ip	Michalak	in	October	2019-February	2020
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